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in Liberty an article in which he likened the National Guard to "storm troops" that might preserve order by putting down labor unrest. Although many refugees arrived from Europe and found genuine sanctuary, anti-Semitism was certainly not decreasing as the decade drew near its close.
Above all, there was much talk about the need for national regeneration, leadership, discipline. Some insisted that the American character had become "flabby" and overfeminized. Decrying the influence of humanitarian zeal for the weak and jobless, Raymond Pearl declared that the relief of the inept was virtually contrary to biological law inasmuch as no living organism unable to fend for itself had long survived*
Of the many formulas for recovery, none was so widely accepted and so well implemented in legislation as the body of thought that came to be known as the New Deal. Its point of departure was the belief, long prevalent in this country, that scientific techniques were well enough developed and that sufficient natural resources were available to make possible an economy of abundance in which everyone could live an eligible life. The basic idea was one of a balanced economy in which government sought to maintain within the framework of capitalism an equilibrium between the producer and the consumer, the manufacturer, merchant, and worker. In a general way this idea had been suggested by Henry C. Carey in the second quarter of the nineteenth century, and it had been elaborated in the early decades of the twentieth by such writers as Simon N. Patten, Herbert Croly, and Walter Weyl.
The concept of a balanced economy in which neither private property nor production for profit was relinquished involved many related ideas. The gradual advance in both the United States and Europe of collectivism, that is, the theory of a centralized and socialized state in which political and economic institutions are closely integrated, had familiarized many with the idea of enlarged state functions in the interest of public well-being. Nor was the extended use of public credit for public benefits, economic, social, and cultural, entirely unprecedented. In many areas of American life the use of the expert in public affairs had paved the way for the so-called "Brain Trust/1 for the vast expansion of trained personnel incident to the advance of a public service state. In private industry and in municipalities economic and social planning had made impressive strides. Technical experts had maintained that, despite the lavish squandering of the nation's resources, American economy was